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arrayed this valiant nation as a future outguard against
the Mohammedan Turks; their King Stephen was a
Saint.

Cast a rapid glance over Christendom during these
disastrous invasions of Saracens, Normans, Hungarians.

In England, though the wise institutions of Alfred,
and now and then a king, like Athelstan, of state of
more commanding character, maintained some clrSdom
social order, almost the whole period was an England.
uninterrupted war with the Danes. The Church was
distracted by the implacable contests between the secu-
lar and regular clergy. In France the Carlovingian
race was expiring almost in the same state of imbecility
and powerlessness as the Merovingians whom, they sup-
planted. Towards the close of this period the new7 race
of the Capets rose to the throne, the first purely French
dynasty. The Normans were now in settled possession
of a great province in the kingdom.

The Empire alone displayed occasional vigour, rather
frotn the commanding character of Henry the
Fowler, the first conqueror of the Magyars, of ermany
Otho the Great and his descendants, than from the
Imperial power itself. The legitimate descent from
Charlemagne had expired in Louis III., the illegitimate
in Arnulf. The imperial crown had passed from Italy,
and back to Germany. It had become an Elective
Sovereignty, as yet with no established rule or form of
election, and had been for a short time absolutely sus-
pended : it resumed its greatness under the House of
Saxony.

But the deepest abasement, or rather almost annihila-
tion, had already fallen on the Papacy.   Italy, Abasement
which for a time pretended to the Empire, Papacy,
without a native prince of sufficient power or dignity to